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BUSINESS & TECH.

Paddmgton Bear Is Back Big Tlme

Movie’ release makes
character lock plush

for toy maker Yottay,
‘This Is going Lo be huge'

BY Anam Jascrsxy

Sitting on (he table in Kame
Clarics mbdtown Menhatton
studio one recont day were
roughly two dozen iterations
of teddy beiars, Bat Lhese wirs
Fadd g Bosars, atl of them,

“Somatimes the colors or
the hraren'l quite rigkt.” sakd
M. Clark, a founder of Yoltoy
Froductions Inc, who alo
ek concorred about Tha pro-
portions of the bear's hallmerk
mazmalade “We ko
throuth a ot of rencicions.*

Tha 49-vear old Momphis,
Tenn., native started Yotloy—
whose name: L3 toy spelled
backward and fwwdrd—with
hr formier colleague, @y e
signer, 10 vedrs oo, Today,
tho elght-ampliyoe Yottoy fo-
cuses on buring up Uie rivhis
1o miahr andd =1l foy versions
of oiher pacphke't eharatters,
modtly charactors from elnnsie
chaidren’s et

The HNew York-hased flrm
o ereated protodyps versions
o more than 1Luoo CRaraciors,
such a3 Ludwig Demelmans's
Madeling, Antoire de Saln!-Ia-
upinys *The Livile Prince,® and
Jaan do Branhoff's Babar thé
atéphant, Thes, it oatsources
manufge il generally to
factories i Asta, and wells
thoss prodast o by rotallsars
liko Nelman Marcus and Saks
Pifth Avenue
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the :nf-m lmt by H‘iehu-t
Hrind = onld Do its baxt veller
Following this winter's roleass
of 6 Poddington Dear movie, .
M. Mark and ber Yolooy part-
AR ThSY Begn Ay he
ad. ] R the
finished bears from Asia I!fl
New York, bvpassing the
s’ useind noute via ship
from Asia to cha port of Baiti-
T,

In an interview. Ms Clark
thacissed the ¢ hallonges of
ukeling: a butiness hazod pa
sameons ¢lso's charasters, os
woll as har fimd's battle with
sousterfellen, Edied axcerpis:
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WEE Bow did your wisineas
got ite gtart?
Ms, Claric We workad for a
company that spoclaliced in
fast=fored prodices, e the
roy that wort ints Hoppy
Maoaks | was an sseount man-
aper Peter [Doodeheafrer, Yor-
toy coefounder ]| was g soulptin,
Our gimployar suked me to
start & dévelopment studio in
Mew York. [ did that for aboul
nine montha. It was anfulfili-
'-a: E mmmtm We Were (-

Hr,pr King. h-a wrere t.hm'u' ut
L o, making sury the prod
uet could be in Hollywood (o
an 11 ovlock meeting, We sakl
1 wir're podng £o work 1his
hard, why not work o ear
seeed”

The Nzt retaller we pi-
sented to wes Nelinan Moros
We preson fod “The World of
HA Rey,* the'ercator of Curt
i Georses. We couldn't go for
the b lompsas, Mivmeees houe
cama with hige gunruatess
and rovaltied; if vou want the
Durious Geofge Lcense, it's a
81 million guarsniee. W the-
elced tohook foe somathing Te-

Iatod, and téttied on HA. Ray's
ochar charectors, Neirean Mor
cus boght the whole line and
ot Ie om aw o=ty 1 oeep it
Wi grden In thelr ifores, That
gavo Pater and me the conf]
dence torsay, “0K! We think
there I3 ¢ markesr™

When we later showed un
(4o pitel Hhustrator Margaret
Doy Grahan | with oul piclur
{rpes of Hany the Dirty Dog
shit was so theillad 1hat in-
stead Of giving us US, distn-

rights to the enfire world,

With Modeline, for instance,
the Bemelmans funily had
D by with the pred-
nets on tho markot They nl
mast wanted Lo 2l Madeline
because it was becoming 4 car-
Imon ¢ baracter i the indusry:
50 wa workog with them to re
badled the lieonse to the criginal
rislon.

WEE How o0 you eombat
Enocunlisy

Me, Chwls Twenly years égo
our brands weren high-peo-
file, vo thers wonir’y knock-
offs Now, produtte can bé sold

on the Internet from every-
where in the world Products
cin be hard b9 tmce,

It the eize of Pacdington,
thoy (the Copyrights Group,
ovmer of the lkenac] have
attorners world-wide o stop
pirated goods and write
cpass-and-dosiet lettors.
[Adso, peceantly] the LG Cus
s eund Durder Trutection
cracked divn on tradentirk

infringemant. The problem Is,

pot only did the poople ere:

sopped, but the good guys
i, Lok

Aot dvery shipment of
ours got dotained From five
days (o eight wesks, Al
Christrmas diln's wall--vn ks
s wivany fetallers jumping Up
and down BE "Whare is
my

You can't do argihing
They'1e making thowo raics
and laws to profect pow

WAL You bave mude Padding-
o Beat togs for a e,
How ©id poa sdjuct your étral-
SRy 10 capitshize on the
moviel release?

Ma. Clarie A 1ot of licenscm
come Lo us asking 5 we'll
make produsts for A Then
[the flm'e] here'for 2 mirite
and gond. We truly thought
the mvke wouhd L n Masly in
the pan anid that we'tl conm
thimee with ot sasile Pad-
dingron.

It definitely grew nto somie:
b much bigger than whgl
we imagined, Last spetng, we
started taking dedp breaths
and said, “Thia is going o be

Yo r i
emails out ta el 1ne relnilers

_ order row: W mey not
haye oy i you wall Lou
omE.

Wi siarted with one beay—
ne hat yeliow boots ard a red
hat. But we've opanded since
We reoently introduced PJ Pad-
dirgtin, a 16-ineh Paddingion
Thal comes with a suitedse,
and 2 “big gerocr™ Paddineton
thet resembles the movle chan-
acler

We [al<o] came out with a
G-Foot tell boar. | think we sold
75 to Macy's. Manufacturing it
isn't exsy The shipping Is
practically 31040



